TRAIL TO EAGLE CEREMONY

for

scout 


WELCOME

Chris Walker

Good afternoon, I am Chris Walker, Chairman of Troop 230's Committee. By the authority vested in me by the Sam Houston Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America, I now declare this Court of Honor to be convened for the purpose of presenting the Eagle Scout Award to scout. Troop 230, the scout family would like to welcome each of you here today as we come together to honor scout in his achievement of the rank of Eagle Scout.

someone, will now give the invocation. Please stand and remain standing for the presentation of the colors.

Chris steps to the side but remains at the front.

INVOCATION

Invocation by someone.

PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

John Martin walks from the back of the Scout House. John and the Color Guard will present the colors. John will lead everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Once the Color Guard has retreated, John will ask everyone to be seated, and will then return to the back of the Scout House.

Chris Walker returns to the center at the front of the Scout House.

At this time I would like to introduce Mark Netland.


Chris  is seated. Mark comes forward.

Mark Netland

Would all Eagle Scouts please stand at this time and be recognized?

Pause. Thank you, you may be seated.

Becoming an Eagle Scout is a great accomplishment. Being an Eagle Scout is a great responsibility.

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you a few of the highlights of the Scouting legacy.

Of any 100 boys who become Scouts, it must be confessed that 30 will drop out in their first year. Perhaps this may be regarded as a failure, but in later life all of these will remember that they had been Scouts and will speak well of the program.

Of the 100, only rarely will one ever appear before a juvenile court judge. Twelve of the 100 will be from families that belong to no church. Through Scouting, these 12 and many of their families will be brought into contact with a church and will continue to be active all their lives. Five of the 100 will earn their church’s religious award, and one will become a pastor.

Each of the 100 will learn something from Scouting. Almost all will develop hobbies that will add interest throughout the rest of their lives. Approximately one half will serve in the military and. In varying degrees, profit from their Scout training. At least one will use it to save another person’s life, and many will credit it with saving their own.

Four of the 100 will reach the rank of Eagle. Many will find their future vocation through merit badge work and Scouting contacts. Seventeen of the100 boys will later become Scout leaders and will give leadership to thousands of additional boys.

Only one in four boys in America will become Scouts, but it is interesting to know that of the leaders of this nation in business, religion and politics, three out of four were Scouts.

Today we honor two Scouts in a hundred. We know the things they have done in the past. Imagine what they will do in the future!

At this time it is my honor to introduce John Balden, Scoutmaster of Troop 230.

Mark is seated. John Balden comes forward.


John Balden

Will the ushers please escort Eagle candidate, scout to the front.

Thank you, gentlemen.

Escorts return to the back.

You have just heard some pretty impressive statistics about Scouting. You will also be hearing today about what it takes to be an Eagle Scout. However, at this time, I would like to tell you a little bit about what it took for scout to become an Eagle Scout…

After John has finished with “The Rest of the Story”, scout sits down next to his parents.

SCOUT OATH AND LAW

Tom Raia, Assistant Scoutmaster, will now come forward.

John is seated. Tom will come to the front of the church and light the Scout Spirit Candle.

Tom Raia

When a boy becomes a Boy Scout there should be instilled within him something that we call  the  spirit  of  Scouting. This lighted candle represents that spirit.   Because the spirit of Scouting embodies the fine principles of the Scout Oath and Law, it becomes a shining beacon of inspiration.
Alone, this light may be feeble, but when multiplied by the more than three and a half million boys in Scouting, it can become powerful indeed.  After a boy has entered Scouting, the Scout Law that he has promised to obey is put into effect as the occasion may demand.   And so, one by one, using the flame from this spirit of Scouting, I will light the symbols that stand for the parts of the Law.  There are 12 parts – all important and all meaningful.  Each is an important foundation stone in the building of strong character.

Scouts, please rise (pause) Signs (pause) Please repeat with me the Scout Law
A  Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.

Tom uses the flame from the Scout Spirit candle to light each Law candle as the Scout Law is being recited.

Scouts may now be seated.


Finally, in the three parts of the Scout Oath he promises upon his honor to do his best to do his duty, first to God and his country; (lights the first Oath candle) second, to other people, by helping them at all times; (lights the second Oath candle) and third, to himself, by keeping himself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight. (lights the third Oath candle)   You see how the light from this spirit of Scouting is now beginning to grow and become brighter.

Charles Messina, Assistant Scoutmaster, will now come forward.

Tom is seated. Charles, and all Boy Scouts reading parts, come forward.

THE STAGES OF SCOUTING

Charles Messina

We are indeed here to honor Eagle Scout scout. However, this is not the first time he has been recognized before a Court of Honor. On six previous occasions he has stood here; first when he received their Scout Badge, then when he earned each rank leading up to Eagle. Each time he have seemed a little taller, a little stronger, a little more dedicated to the ideals of Scouting.
Let’s take a moment to reflect back on the steps they took on the trail to becoming an Eagle Scout.

New Scout : (????) I am a new Boy Scout. I wear the fleur-de-lys, the symbol of Scouting around the world. The three parts of the fleur-de-lys represent the three parts of the Scout Oath, which I am beginning to learn and live. (light rank candle) 

Tenderfoot Scout : (????) I am a Tenderfoot Scout. To the fleur-de-lys on my badge have been added an eagle and shield, representing my country, and two stars, representing truth and knowledge. (light rank candle)

Second Class Scout : (????) I am a Second Class Scout. My badge is a scroll inscribed with the Scout Motto, “Be Prepared.” Suspended from this scroll is a knot, reminding me to do a good turn daily. (light rank candle)

First Class Scout : (????) I am a First Class Scout. My badge shows the complete Scout Emblem - fleur-de-lys, eagle and shield, stars and scroll - indicating that I have completed my basic Scout training. (light rank candle)

Star Scout : (????) I am a Star Scout. Before me lie unlimited opportunities, just like the stars in the night sky. I can shine as brightly as any one of them. (light rank candle)

Life Scout : (????) I am a Life Scout, almost an Eagle. The heart on my badge shows that I’ve taken Scouting’s lessons to heart. I am ready to spread my wings and fly. (light rank candle)

Charles Messina: In just a few short years scout have undergone a transformation - from someone who struggled to memorize the Oath and Law to someone who lives those words; from someone who wanted to go camping to someone who’s been camping many, many times; from someone who needed to be led to someone who can lead others.

THE TRAIL TO EAGLE

Will Eagle Candidate, scout, please come forward.

The presentation of the Eagle Award is an important and serious matter.  For the Eagle candidates before us today, this is the climax of their Scouting efforts for the past several years. The attainment of this award is a culmination of the efforts and assistance  of   those   present with scout today - his   Scoutmaster,  Assistant Scoutmasters, Troop  leaders,  fellow  Scouts, parents, family, friends, and members of the community.  This is an occasion for pride and joy as well as a time for serious reflection.    The Eagle is the highest rank that Scouting offers to Scouts.  It is earned through the advancement program. , scout has distinguished himself through his continued performance of active service in Scouting. The Eagle Scout is trained and practiced in his leadership abilities and he is marked by the character gained through an understanding of his citizenship and religious beliefs.    It is important that each of us understand the meaning of the Eagle badge.

Mark Netland comes forward and joins Charles, scout at the front of the scout house.

Mark Netland

Gentlemen of the Court, I represent those Scouts who have received the Eagle Award. Whilst we have no objections to, scout receiving this Award, we do believe that he should understand that being an Eagle Scout carries with it certain responsibilities in addition to the honor it confers upon them. We respectfully ask that, scout be informed of these responsibilities before being awarded his Eagle Badge.

Charles Messina

I concur. Please inform scout of their responsibilities as an Eagle Scout.

Mark Netland

The foremost responsibility of an Eagle Scout is to live with honor.    To an Eagle Scout, honor is the foundation of all character.  He knows that "A Scout is Trustworthy" is the very first point of the Scout Law for a good reason.    An Eagle Scout lives honorably, not only because of the infinite importance of doing so to himself, but because of the vital significance of the example he sets for other Scouts.  Living honorably reflects credit upon his home, his troop, his church, and his community. May the white of the Eagle badge remind you always to live with honor.

Mark stands aside. Chris Walker and Tom Raia come forward and join Charles and Mark at the front of the scout house.

Tom Raia

The second obligation of the Eagle Scout  is  loyalty.    A scout  is true to his family, Scout leaders, friends, school, and nation.   His loyalty to his  troop  and  brother  Scouts makes  him  pitch in and carry his share of the load.  All of these help to build the loyalty which means devotion to  community, to country, to one's ideals, and to God. 
May the blue of the Eagle badge always inspire your loyalty.

Chris Walker

The third obligation of an Eagle Scout is to be courageous. Courage  has always been a quality by which men measure themselves and others.  To a Scout, bravery means  not  only  the courage  to  face  physical  danger, but the determination to stand up for the right.  Trusting in God with  faith  in  his fellowman, he looks forward to each day, seeking his share of the world's work to do.
May the red of the Eagle badge always remind you of courage.

Charles Messina

The fourth obligation of an Eagle Scout is to be cheerful. To remind the Eagle Scout to always wear a  smile,  the  red, white,  and  blue  ribbon  is  attached  to the scroll of the Second Class Scout Award, which has its ends turned up  in  a smile.

Mark Netland, Chris Walker and Tom Raia are seated. John Balden comes forward and joins Charles at the front of the Scout House.

John Balden

The  final  obligation  of an Eagle Scout is service.  The Eagle extends a helping hand  to  those  who  still  toil  up Scouting's  trail,  just as others helped him in his climb to the Eagle.  The performance of the daily Good Turn takes on a new meaning when he enters a more adult  life  of  continuing service  to others.  The Eagle stands as the protector of the weak and helpless.  He aids and comforts the unfortunate  and the  oppressed.    He  upholds  the  rights  of  others while defending his own.  He always will be prepared to  put  forth his best.
scout you are deserving of much credit in having achieved Scouting’s highest award, but wear your award with humility, ever mindful that the Eagle Scout is looked up to as an example. May the Scout Oath and Law be your guide for the present and on into the future.

scout, are you both willing and prepared to accept the responsibilities as well as the honor of the rank of Eagle Scout? If you are, please answer, “I am.”

Because of your reply, the Eagle Scouts of the Boy Scouts of America welcomes you as a new member of the highest order amongst scouts. Please light the Eagle candle. 

EAGLE CHARGE AND PRESENTATION OF EAGLE AWARD

Scouting is one of the greatest organizations in the world to foster the highest ideals of character and citizenship. Many of our nation's greatest leaders had some of their earliest leadership experiences in Scouting. Scouting is changing, but one thing remains  constant; the total  development  from  boyhood  to  manhood depends on the physical, mental, and moral growth  expressed  in  the  Scout Oath.    The skills are so demanding and challenges are so difficult, it is not surprising to learn that only about four per cent of the boys in Scouting achieve the rank of Eagle Scout.

Your conduct along the trail has been excellent. You have rededicated yourself to the principles of Scouting.  As an Eagle Scout, you become a guide to other Scouts.  You become an example in your community.  Remember that your actions are now a little more conspicuous and people will expect more of you. Be a leader, but lead only toward that which is righteous and good. Lift up every task you do and every office you hold to the highest level of service.

John is seated
Charles will now make the Eagle Charge and Award presentation to scout.

scout please repeat after me:

  I reaffirm my allegiance
  to the three promises of the Scout Oath.
  I thoughtfully recognize and take upon myself
  the obligations and responsibilities
  of an Eagle Scout.
  On my honor, I will do my best
  to make my training an example,
  and my status and influence count strongly
  for better Scouting
  and for better citizenship
  in my troop, in my community,
  and in my contacts with other people.
  To this I pledge my sacred honor.

dad, will you and mom please come forward.

Charles

scout, I now proclaim to all the world your accomplishments. The symbol of your success is the Eagle badge and neckerchief which will now be presented to you by your parents.

Charles hands pin to mom and the neckerchief to dad.

dad removes scout’s neckerchief and puts on the Eagle neckerchief. mom pins on the Eagle pin.

Charles

Now scout, in recognition of the many hours of patient guidance given by your parents, will you please present them with their parent pins.

scout presents their pins (mother first!)

Charles

Ladies and Gentlemen, I present to you Eagle Scout, scout.




SCOUTMASTER MINUTE

John Martin comes forward.

Will the audience please stand to retire the Colors and remain standing for the Benediction.

John and Scouts retire the Colors.

John remains at front but moves aside.

BENEDICTION

Benediction by someone.

Chris Walker steps forward and concludes the Court of Honor. Thank everyone for coming and remind them that they are invited to the Foyer for refreshments. Scouts are asked to let guests go through reception line first.
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